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ADDRESS BY DON DUNSTAN , P R E M I E R OF SOUTH A U S T R A L I A , ON 
P R O C L A M A T I O N D A Y . 
2BTH D E C E M B E R . 1 9 7 0 . 
YOUR WORSHIP THE MAYOR, 
YOUR E X C E L L E N C Y , 
M I N I S T E R I A L C O L L E A G U E S , 
YOUR HONOURS, 
D I S T I N G U I S H E D G U E S T S , 
L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN ; 
I T I S NOW ONE HUNDRED AND T H I R T Y - F O U R YEARS S I N C E GOVERNOR 
JOHN HINDMARSH READ THE PROCLAMAT ION ANNOUNCING THE 
E S T A B L I S H M E N T OF GOVERNMENT IN WHAT WAS THEN ' T H E P R O V I N C E 
OF SOUTH A U S T R A L I A ' . 
THAT P R O V I N C E I S NOW OUR S T A T E , WHICH IN TURN I S PART OF A 
F E D E R A T I O N THAT HAS P R 0 5 P E R E D AS G E N E R A L L Y AS WE HAVE PROSPERED 
S I N G U L A R L Y . 
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THE C O L O N I S T S WHO HEARD GOVERNOR HINDMARSH READ H I S P R O C L A M A T I O N 
STOOD NEAR T H I 5 P L A C E , WHICH WAS THEN A WOODED AREA BOUNDED 
TO THE WEST BY U N S P O I L T SWEEP ING SAND DUNES AND TO THE EAST 
BY THE NATURAL SCRUBS AND SOAKS OF THE STURT R I V E R . AS THEY 
STOOD T H E R E , I T I S P O S S I B L E THERE WERE SOME S u d T H A U S T R A L I A N 
A B O R I G I N E S REMARK ING WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN FOR THEM A MOST 
CURIOUS S C E N E . 
WE CAN NOW SEE THE CHANGES THAT HAVE TAKEN P L A C E HERE 'AND 
E L S E W H E R E . THE SOME THREE HUNDRED C O L O N I S T S WHO HAD S E T T L E D 
IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A WHEN GOVERNOR HINDMARSH A R R I V E D HAVE NOW 
SWELLED TO SOME 1 . 2 M I L L I O N S . WE HAVE C L E A R E D THE LAND , FARMED 
I T , B U I L T C I T I E S , E S T A B L I S H E D I N D U S T R I E S , SUPPORTED S C H O L A R S H I P 
AND THE A R T S , AND CREATED A S O C I A L SYSTEM WHICH HAS AS I T S 
I D E A L THE EQUAL WELFARE OF A L L C I T I Z E N S . AND WE HAVE DONE T H I S 
WITHOUT REVOLUT ION OR S O C I A L C O N F L I C T . THE. P E O P L E OF SOUTH 
A U S T R A L I A - AS OF A U S T R A L I A - CAN , BY AND L A R G E , BE PROUD OF THE IR 
A C H I E V E M E N T S , COMING AS THEY DO FROM A M I X T U R E OF L U C K , F O R E S I G H T 
AND I N D U S T R I O U S N E S S . Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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IN OUR ONE HUMDRED AND TH IRTY - FOUR Y E A R S , THEN, WE HAVE 
MANAGED TO B U I L D A NEW S O C I E T Y . BUT ONE HUNDRED AND T H I R T Y -
FOUR YEARS I S NOT REALLY A VERY LONG TIME WHEN COMPARED WITH 
THE H I S T O R I E S OF OTHER LANDS , STATES OR N A T I O N S . IN F A C T , 
IT I S P O S S I B L E TO SAY THAT WHAT WE CALL C I V I L I Z A T I O N HAS IN 
TERMS OF H I S T O R I C A L T IME ONLY L I G H T L Y BRUSHED THE SURFACE OF 
THE CONTINENT AND OF THE S T A T E . WE DO NOT HAVE MANY, I F ANY , 
OF WHAT THE POET YEATS CALLED "MONUMENTS OF UNAGING I N T E L L E C T " . 
WE ARE A YOUNG NAT ION , AND AT T IMES A CALLOW ONE. 
THE EARLY COLONISTS SETTLED IN WHAT WAS QUITE A WONDROUS 
ENVIRONMENT OF UNIQUE F L O R A , FAUNA AND NATURAL D I S P O S I T I O N S . 
IT WAS AN OLD LAND, AND HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF YEARS HAD 
GONE INTO THE MAKING OF I T S VERY CAREFULLY BALANCED ECOLOGY . 
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THE NEW S E T T L E R S CHANGED THAT I R R E V E R S I B L Y BY B E G I N N I N G THE 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT THAT S T I L L CONTINUES , AND CONTINUES IN SOME 
AREAS TO OUR P E R I L . IT I S ONLY IN THE LAST DECADE THAT PEOPLE 
THE WORLD OVER HAVE BEGUN TO R E A L I Z E AT WHAT ENVIRONMENTAL 
COST THEIR S O C I A L , DEMOGRAPHIC AND I N D U S T R I A L DEVELOPMENT I S 
A C H I E V E D . ONE OF THE URGENT TASKS IN THE FUTURE IS TO A C H I E V E 
ORDERED DEVELOPMENT WITHOUT DESTROYING I R R E P L A C E A B L E NATURAL 
A S S E T S . 
BUT THAT I S ONE T A S K . WE HAVE ANOTHER OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE , 
AND WHICH CARR IES WITH I T A L L THE WEIGHT OF A MORAL I M P E R A T I V E . 
WHEN GOVERNOR HINDMARSH SET OUT FOR SOUTH A U S T R A L I A FROM ENGLAND 
HE CARR IED WITH HIM THE LETTERS PATENT FROM K ING W I L L I A M IV 
E S T A B L I S H I N G SOUTH A U S T R A L I A . 
THEY WERE PASSED UNDER THE GREAT SEAL OF THE UNITED. KINGDOM AND 
SET OUT THE P R E C I S E LONGITUDES AND L A T I T U D E S OF THE NEW P R O V I N C E . 
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THEY ALSO S A I D : (AND I QUOTE ) : 
" PROV IDED ALWAYS THAT NOTHING IN OUR L E T T E R S PATENT 
CONTAINED SHALL AFFECT OR BE CON5TRUED TO A F F E C T THE 
RIGHTS OF ANY A B O R I G I N A L N A T I V E S TO THE ACTUAL 
OCCUPATION OR ENJOYMENT IN THEIR OWN PERSONS OR IN THE 
PERSONS OF THEIR DESCENDANTS OF ANY LANDS THERE IN NOW 
ACTUALLY OCCUPIED OR ENJOYED BY SUCH N A T I V E S . " 
GOVERNOR HINDMARSH IN H IS PROCLAMATION ECHOED T H I S . HE SPOKE 
OF H IS INTENTION "TO TAKE EVERY LAWFUL MEANS FOR EXTENDING THE 
SAME PROTECTION TO THE N A T I V E POPULAT ION AS TO THE REST OF H IS 
M A J E S T Y ' S S U B J E C T S " . HE S A I D HE WAS DETERMINED TO PUNISH WITH 
" EXEMPLARY S E V E R I T Y A L L ACTS OF V IOLENCE OR I N J U S T I C E " WHICH 
MAY BE P R A C T I S E D AGAINST THE N A T I V E S . 
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HE S A I D THEY WERE TO BE CONSIDERED AS MUCH UNDER THE SAFEGUARD 
OF THE LAW AS THE COLONISTS THEMSELVES AND " EQUALLY E N T I T L E D 
TO THE P R I V I L E G E S OF B R I T I S H S U B J E C T S " . 
I THINK THEREFORE IT BEHOVES US ON PROCLAMATION DAY TO REMEMBER 
THOSE WORDS AND THE FACT THAT THEY WERE NOT AND CANNOT BE SEEN ' 
TO HAVE BEEN OBEYED U N T I L IN SOME CASES QUITE R E C E N T L Y . THAT 
THEY SHOULD BE IS A TASK TO WHICH BOTH GOVERNMENT AND C I T I Z E N S 
SHOULD A P P L Y T H E M S E L V E S . 
IT I S EST IMATED THAT WHEN THE F I R S T S E T T L E R S ARR IVED IN SYDNEY 
COVE THERE WERE IN EXCESS OF 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 A B O R I G I N E S IN A U S T R A L I A , 
AND SOME 5 0 , 0 0 0 IN THE SOUTH AUSTRAL IAN REG ION . AT THE 1966 
CENSUS THERE WERE ONLY SOME 5 , 5 0 5 PEOPLE IN TH IS STATE WITH 
MORE THAN 50 PER CENT A B O R I G I N A L BLOOD. WHAT HAPPENED TO THE 
OTHER 4 5 , 0 0 0 ? WELL , NOT TO PUT IT TOO B L U N T L Y , U N T I L 40 YEARS AGO 
THEY FADED AWAY AT AN AVERAGE RATE OF ABOUT 4 0 0 EACH Y E A R . 
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I DO NOT B E L I E V E THEN THAT PROCLAMATION DAY SHOULD BE 
E N T I R E L Y A DAY D'F R E J O I C I N G AND S E L F - C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S ON OUR 
P A R T S . THOSE T R A D I T I O N S SHOULD PERHAP5 BE TEMPERED BY AN 
ACTUAL RECOGNIT ION THAT THE BEST WE HAVE DONE IN MANY AREAS 
I S NOT REALLY GOOD ENOUGH IN SOME. THE OLD P A T E R N A L I S M THAT 
COULD NOT RECOGNISE IN THE A B O R I G I N A L PEOPLE ANYTHING BUT A 
P R I M I T I V I S M WHICH NEEDED NOTHING MORE THAN PROTECTION AND 
CONVERSION TO C H R I S T I A N I T Y I S THANKFULLY NOW BE ING REPLACED BY 
A CANDID EQUAL ACCEPTANCE OF A PEOPLE WITH A UNIQUE HISTORY AND 
CULTURE OF WHICH THEY CAN BE PROUD AND WITH WHICH WE OTHER 
A U S T R A L I A N S SHOULD BE HONOURED TO BE A S S O C I A T E D . IT I S MY B E L I E F 
THAT PROCLAMATION DAY 1 9 7 0 SHOULD BE ONE ON WHICH E Q U A L I T Y AND 
BROTHERHOOD IS CELEBRATED AND ON WHICH B L I N D P R E J U D I C E I S D E S P I S E D . 
THANK YOU . 
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